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disastrous possibilities for the nerves of the German High
Command and on September 2gth there was issued from it an
urgent appeal to the Government to seek peace at once and at
any cost. Four days later the American President, Wilson,
received a formal request for the immediate conclusion of a
general armistice. While the prolonged negotiations to this
end were slowly proceeding, the German retreat in the west
was also proceeding on a more rapid and costly course.
Between October I4th and iQth the northern Allied armies
fought and won the battle of Courtrai. Following on a pause
enforced by bad weather, they carried the line of the Lys on a
wide front and compelled the enemy at long last to relinquish
his hold on the Channel coast for fear of being caught and
penned up against the Dutch frontier. The effects of this new
blow were at once felt further south, the great zone of manu-
facturing towns around Lille, as well as Douai, was abandoned
to our Fifth Army, which by the third week in October had
pushed its advance guard forward almost without fighting to
the banks of the Scheldt facing Valenciennes. By this time the
battle of the Selle had been fought and won by the Third and
Fourth Armies; the line of the river, though stoutly defended,
had been forced all along their front, and their advance guards
were feeling their way forward into the outskirts of the great
Forest of Mormal. The enemy's position was growing daily
more hopeless, and on October 26th the resignation of Luden-
dorff, a broken man, gave a clear sign that the end was not far
off. Haig, fully realising the position, called on his tired
armies for one final effort.
In the early days of November the last battles in the
west were fought. The line of the Fourth, Third and First
Annies was carried through the centre of the Mormal Forest
and across the Sambre as far as Maubeuge, which fell into British
hands on November gth, after a sweeping victory which ended
in the precipitate retreat of the Germans all along the battle-
front back across the Franco-Belgian frontier. So weary were
our troops after their heavy and prolonged efforts of the past
weeks, and so far had they outrun their normal services of supply,
that the final expulsion of the enemy from the soil of France
had to be left to small mobile columns. More to the north
the Germans were also driven from the line of the Scheldt;
Valenciennes and Tournai were abandoned to our Fifth Army
and Renaix and Oudenarde to our Second Army, which con-
tinued its westward advance as far as Grammont and Lessines.
On November nth, Mons, where the B.E.F. had seen its first
battle of the war, was the scene of its last action, which the
Canadian Corps had the honour of fighting and winning.